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POETRY

 poetry, literature that evokes a concentrated imaginative awareness of 

experience or a specific emotional response through language chosen and 

arranged for its meaning, sound, and rhythm.

 Poetry is a vast subject, as old as history and older, present 

wherever religion is present, possibly—under some definitions—the primal 

and primary form of languages themselves.

 Poetry is the other way of using language. Perhaps in 

some hypothetical beginning of things it was the only way of using 

language or simply was language tout court, prose being the derivative and 

younger rival. 

 Both poetry and language are fashionably thought to have belonged 

to ritual in early agricultural societies; and poetry in particular, it has been 

claimed, arose at first in the form of magical spells recited to ensure a good 

harvest.



POETRY

 poetry is recognizable by its greater dependence on at least one 

more parameter, the line, than appears in prose composition.

 This changes its appearance on the page; and it seems clear that people take 

their cue from this changed appearance, reading poetry aloud in a very 

different voice from their habitual voice, possibly because, as Ben Jonson 

said, poetry “speaketh somewhat above a mortal mouth.”

 If, as a test of this description, people are shown poems printed as prose, it 

most often turns out that they will read the result as prose simply because it 

looks that way; which is to say that they are no longer guided in their 

reading by the balance and shift of the line in relation to the breath as well 

as the syntax.



DIFFERENT TYPES OF POETRY

Haiku

 The haiku (or hokku) is an ancient form of Japanese poetry that has become very 

popular all over the world. Renowned for its small size, haikus consist of just 

three lines (tercet); the first and third lines have five syllables, whereas the second 

has seven. Haikus don’t have to rhyme and are usually written to evoke a 

particular mood or instance. So, you can have a lot of fun with them! You may 

have written or will find yourself writing your own haiku at some point in school, 

or you can get creative and try it at home, too.

Free verse

 Free verse is a popular style of modern poetry, and as its name suggests there is a 

fair amount of freedom when it comes to writing a poem like this. Free verse can 

rhyme or not, it can have as many lines or stanzas as the poet wants, and it can be 

about anything you like! So, while free verse may sound simple enough, the lack 

of rules makes this form of poetry tricky to master!



Sonnet

 This very old form of poetry was made famous by none other 

than William Shakespeare, but the sonnet actually originated in 

13th century Italy where it was perfected by the poet Petrarch. 

The word ‘sonnet’ is derived from the Italian word ‘sonnetto’ 

which means ‘little song’. Traditionally, sonnets are made up of 

14 lines and usually deal with love. As a rule, Petrarchan (Italian) 

sonnets follow an ABBA ABBA CDE CDE rhyme scheme, 

whereas Shakespearean (English) sonnets are typically ABAB 

CDCD EFEF GG. 

Acrostic

 Like haikus, you’re likely to encounter acrostic poems at school! 

But that doesn’t mean they’re boring – in fact, far from it! This 

type of poetry spells out a name, word, phrase or message with 

the first letter of each line of the poem. It can rhyme or not, and 

typically the word spelt out, lays down the theme of the poem. 

Why not try it with the silliest word you can think of – it can be 

really fun!



Limerick

 Limericks are funny (and sometimes rude!) poems which were made 

popular by Edward Lear in the 19th century. They have a set rhyme scheme 

of AABBA, with lines one, two and five all being longer in length than lines 

three and four. The last line is often the punchline. Their sound is very 

distinctive, it’s likely you’ve heard or read one before!

Ode

 The ode is one of the oldest forms of poetry and believed to have come 

from ancient Greece. Yep – yonks ago! The word ‘ode’ is derived from the 

Greek word ‘aeidein’ which means ‘to sing or chant’, and these poems were 

originally performed with a musical instrument. An ode is typically written 

to praise a person, event or thing (you could write an ode to your pet or 

favourite food!) and they are usually quite short in length.



EXEMPLARY WORKS

Ballad

 The ballad is another old and traditional form of poetry that typically tells a dramatic 

or emotional story. They came from Europe in the late Middle Ages and were 

initially passed down from one generation to another, and often with music. Ballads 

do have a set form; they are typically four lines (quatrain) and have a rhyme scheme 

of ABAB or ABCB. However, this form is looser than others so can be modified to 

suit a writer’s (that’s you!) needs. Most modern pop songs you hear nowadays can be 

referred to as ballads!

A short poetry glossary

Stanza = a set amount of lines in poetry grouped together by their length, meter or 

rhyme scheme.

Couplet = a two-line stanza.

Tercet = a three-line stanza.

Quatrain = a four-line stanza.



Cinquain = a five-line stanza.

Sestet = a six-line stanza.

Meter = the pattern of stressed syllables (long-sounding) and unstressed syllables 

(short-sounding) in poetry.

Rhyme scheme = the pattern of rhyme that comes at the end of each line or verse.

Syllable = the single, unbroken sound of a spoken or written word.



FAMOUS POETS

William Shakespeare

Geoffrey Chaucer

John Keats

P. B. Shelley

Lord Byron

John Milton

Alexander Pope

Jonathan Swift

John Dryden

William Wordsworth

S.T.Coleridge

T.S. Eliot

Emily Dickinson

Robert frost 

Edgar Allen Poe
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